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hostages for the fulfillment of the Greek plans* The
Eussian influence was now strengthened by the ser-
vice rendered in the deportation of the women and
children, and the Greek influence by the mainte-
nance of them in Greece.

The offers of A'ali Pasha were rejected without
being weighed. A'ali used no arts; he offered bribes
to no one; he showed what the Sultan was ready to
offer and guarantee, and listened patiently to all that
the consuls or the friends of the Cretans said, but it
was too late. Meanwhile fighting had ceased, for
the Turks dared not go into the interior, and the
Christians, having neither artillery nor organization,
could not attack the fortified posts or the walled
cities. The fighting men in the mountains were
provided with food from Greece, and had lost the
habits of industry which would have made peace
profitable. Dissensions arose amongst the chiefs,
and the best of them went back to Greece to urge
the carrying of the war into the continental provinces
of Turkey. The conclusion of the war by the prof-
fered autonomy of Crete was utterly ignored by all
who had any influence in bringing about a solution.

The Eussian government now concluded to take
the direction of matters. Its minister at Athens
required Comoundouros to fall in with a plan for a
general movement in all the Balkan provinces under
Eussian direction, Eussia beginning to fear a pan-
Hellenic rising. To this Comoundouros gave a
peremptory refusal; it was a Greek movement and
should remain under Greek direction. The king ofically ashenever any fell intoeganfe insurrection
